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Illinois's 81,110 miles of rivers and streams reach nearly all its cities with more than a few thousand
residents, but the work of smaller municipalities to leverage these natural resources is poorly understood.
While the high-profile river initiatives of Chicago, Naperville, Peoria, and other cities have captured the
spotlight, laudable efforts by less populated places tend to go unrecognized outside their home areas.

This report showcases 25 small and mid-size communities in Illinois that lie outside of metropolitan Chicago
and are notable for having thoughtful civic, environmental, and recreational initiatives pertaining to rivers.
These villages and cities, all having populations under 20,000, are a subset of the more than 100
municipalities evaluated. Each has made rivers dynamic parts of their community without the help of
expansive planning staffs or public works budgets.

The Featured Communities are grouped by size, with the smaller ones presented first. To keep the focus on
village and city initiatives, we exclude the work of multijurisdictional efforts of the U.S. Army Corp of
Engineers, the State of Illinois, county governments, and public units devoted to watershed protection from
our discussion. We also excluded industrial, port, and marine shipping initiatives.

Our summaries of the 25 ities are followed by ions, a one-page case study on Ottawa, IL's
commitment to river policy, and a review of Corn Belt Ports’ work facnhta!mg economic development in
ways not covered in our review. The Append‘x starting on page 19, izes our
and the istics of the and the river ies used by those communities.
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New Activities for 2023-24
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Iilinois’s 81,110 miles of rivers and streams reach nearly all ts cities with more than 2 few thousand

. . i
planning staffs 2 residents, but the work of smaller municipalities to leverage these natural resources is poorly understood.
‘While the high-profile initiatives of Chicago, Naperville, Peoria, and other cities regularly capture the
° Communities are spotiight, laudable efforts by less populated places tend to go unrecognized outside their home ares.
atives,

This report showrcases 25 small and mid-size communities in linols that lie outside of metropolitan Chicago
2nd are notable for and ional initiatives pertaining to rivers.
These villages and cites, 2l havmg popu|at|ons under 20, ow stand out among the more than 100

. Each has dynamic parts of their community without expansive
planning staffs and public works budgets.

Communities are grouped by size, with the smaller ones presented first. To keep the focus on village and
city initiatives, we exclude the work of multijurisdictional efforts of the U.S. Amy Corp of Engineers, the
State of lllinois, county governments, and public units devoted to watershed protection for our discussion.

DEPAUL! i |
EMAIL: CHADDICK@DEPAULEDU




	Slide 1: v
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: RiverWatch Program
	Slide 14: Metropolitan Chicago Efforts
	Slide 15:                     New Activities for 2023-24

